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Martha Merritt’s

FOOD OF THE MONTH:

Canned goods, rice, pasta and
canned meats

Sunday Services
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion
9:30 Christian Education
for all ages
10:30 Holy Communion
Nursery during 10:30 church

THE BISHOP IS COMING

Bishop Hollerith is coming to Christ and Grace on Sunday morning, March 11, to speak to the
Adult Education class at 9:30 and then preach, celebrate and confirm during the 10:30 service.

A class has already started for some of our younger members on Sunday mornings and David will
offer a class for older teens or adults who wish to be confirmed or received into the Episcopal
Church. If you are interested, please call the church office: 733-7202. This class will begin the
week of February 5.

EXPERIENCE THE DIVINE

Tuesdays during Lent, beginning on February 28, at 5:30 p.m., you are invited to a 45-minute
session set aside for listening to God and being in God’s presence. Participants will sit in comfort-
able chairs in the upstairs Guild Room. In the first 15 minutes, anyone who wishes may share
something he or she believes was an expression of the Divine. It could be an Aha! moment and
can occur through any number of avenues: something in nature, a word of scripture or other writ-
ten materials, music, dreams, a sudden insight, a picture, another’s voice, an experience or en-
counter.

After this sharing time, we will spend the remaining 30 minutes or so being quiet trying to still our
minds so as to open our hearts to God’s presence within us. If you haven’t ever tried this form of
contemplative prayer, there will be some simple suggestions offered to help make the period of
silence more meaningful. (The concept of this service emerged from our strategic planning
process.)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22 - NOON AND 5:30 P.M.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the special church season of Lent.

We start this season with the mark of ashes upon our foreheads to indicate our

admission of sin and to be reminded that we are mortal and to dust we shall

'Ash < return. Ash Wednesday is also one of two fast days in the Episcopal Church.

Wednesday (The other is Good Friday.) Make a good start to the Lenten season by attending
church at noon or 5:30 p.m.

THE LENTEN SPEAKER/LUNCHEON SERIES BEGINS TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
The Rev. Dr. Keith R. Emerson, Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Suffolk, will be the first
Lenten speaker. Keith and David were in seminary together.

LENTEN POTLUCK/ MOVIE NIGHTS During our season of Lent, we have Wednesday
night potluck/movie night beginning at 6 p.m. on Wednesdays, February 29 through March 28.
Our movie this year is Walking Across Egypt, starring Ellen Burstyn. This movie is described as
a warm family drama. We will watch approximately 15-20 minutes each night after sharing a
potluck meal. All ages are welcome and encouraged to attend.

About the movie: Mattie (Burstyn) is an aging southern belle who realizes that she's getting too
old to go on living in a house. After an odd encounter with the local dogcatcher, Lamar (Mark
Hamill), Mattie befriends Lamar's bad-egg nephew, Wesley (Jonathan Taylor Thomas).

MINISTRY FAIR

On Sunday, February 26, after the 8:00 service, during the Sunday school hour and after the
10:30 service, tables will be set up in the Parish Hall to advertise and promote all the many and
varied ministries offered at Christ and Grace. You will have the opportunity to learn about and
sign up to participate in the ministries of your choice. We always need and desire more people to
help in all aspects of our life together. Plan to attend on this special Sunday.




FROM THE RECTOR

Dear Friends,

We are already well into the new year and the season of
Epiphany, but | am sure you will agree that our services
during the Christmas season were the best ever. | wish to
extend my sincere thanks to Claire Brill, Tim
Richardson, Bruce Dersch and all the choirs for their
extra hours of preparation and rehearsal. The new Girls’
Choir, which was an integral part of the pageant, has
received endless accolades. The Bell Choir never sounded
better, and the Adult Choir on Christmas Eve helped all of
us know we were truly in the presence of God’s holy
angels.

As you read further in this newsletter, you will discover
many offerings for Lent. In the book I’m recommending
for Lenten reading, How Big Is Your God?, the author,
Paul Coutinho, describes Jesus’ 40-day post-baptism
sojourn in the desert as a “honeymoon with God.” We
might think of our 40-day Lenten season then as a special
time to deepen our relationship with God just as
newlyweds focus on their love for one another during their
honeymoon week. Whatever your Lenten discipline might
be, ask yourself if it leads to giving God more of your time
and attention. Giving up something can make a difference
if it allows for something better to take its place - in this
case, time with the Holy One. More than anything else,
God wants our undivided attention so we can be lavished
with love.

Faithfully,

SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION, 9:30 A.M.
January 29 Cursillo and Happening, Short Courses in
Christianity

February 5 The Tebow Effect by Ken Newman and
David Teschner

February 12 Our Work as the Diocese by Annual
Council Delegates

February 19 Zambia Adoption by Jamie Lemmond
February 26 Ministry Fair

March 4 The Answer Man, Part I, Questions &
Answers for Lent

REBUILDING TOGETHER - TRI-CITIES is
conducting its Annual Fundraising Drive. RT-TC
(formerly Christmas In April) has continued to be a
positive contributor to lives in the Tri-Cities area by
implementing programs dedicated to energy efficiency,
veteran's housing and aging in-place. If you can provide
a donation, please contact Ken Newman, RTTC Board
Member, at 986-6068.

LENTEN READING

The book How Big Is Your God by Paul Coutinho, SJ,
will be available for you to buy and read during Lent.
Subtitled The Freedom to Experience the Divine,
Coutinho, a Jesuit priest, helps the reader discover that

“an ever-deepening relationship with the Divine is the true
purpose of religion.” Copies of the book will be on sale for
$10.25 each and will have a book mark that suggests a
short chapter to read for each day in Lent.

VESTRY NEWS

In December we said thank you to Sally Seward, Bee Betts and John
Brockwell, all of whom completed their three-year terms on the vestry,
and we welcomed Martha Burton, Ann Riggs and Jonathan Shockley
as our newly elected members. We voted to extend Meredith Matthew’s
term by one year to fill a vacancy.

This month we re-elected the following officers: Nancy Rawlings,
Register, Greg Gwaltney, Treasurer, Tommie Elder, Senior Warden, and
Rick Talmage, Junior Warden. We also appointed Phil Barnes to replace
Cleve Wright as an Endowment Fund Trustee. Cleve completed two
three-year terms and served as chairman. The other trustees are

Maureen McClure and Jimmy Thacker. Jimmy will be the chairman.

Greg Gwaltney reported that over $305,000 had been received in pledges
for 2012, which is very close to the goal set by the vestry. With that good
news and additional revenues, we were able to approve a budget totaling
$399,150. The vestry thanks you all for your excellent stewardship
especially after also having pledged to the Campaign for Warmth
earlier in the year. Claire Brill reported that the Sunday school rooms
were being used once again with new radiators, paint and carpets.

Finally, David announced that another installment of $15,000 was
received from Jim and Bobbie Ukrop toward their $100,000 pledge made
to the endowment fund in memory of Flora Berkeley.

2011 YEAR-END STATEMENTS AND 2011 PLEDGE INCOME
The year-end Contribution Statements were recently
mailed to all Christ and Grace contributors for 2011.
Please take some time to review your statements. If F——=—
you have any outstanding amount due on your 2011
pledge, please remit it as soon as you are able and
indicate it is for 2011. If you have not received your
year-end statement, please contact the church office
At the end of 2011, our pledge income was $18,655
short of the total amount pledged, and our operating budget is dependent
on this income. Around the end of February or first of March, letters will
be mailed to parishioners that have an unpaid pledge balance for 2011 as
of that time, per church policy. Greg Gwaltney, Treasurer
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

"We can do no great things; only small things with great love."
Mother Teresa

The parishioners of Christ and Grace did many small things with great
love for those less fortunate in our community throughout the Christmas
season.

Twenty-five turkey dinners were delivered to families in need of a
delicious holiday dinner. We served 40 angels through the Prison
Ministry, allowing incarcerated parents to connect with their children.
The Men's Shelter Christmas party was festive with many Christ and
Grace parishioners, plenty of homemade food and caroling led on the
keyboard by Jackie Johnson and on guitar by Hayden Whitley, Tom
DeLorge and David Teschner. The residents each received a hoodie
warm fleece wrapped by Ron and Terri Brown and box of goodies.
Martha Merritt for the Homeless received $250.00 and children in
Appalachia received 25 sweatshirts as well. Petersburg and the
surrounding area thank you for your light and your love. 1 thank you for
your generosity and the opportunity to serve so many in your name.

Maureen McClure



ECW INSTALLS NEW OFFICERS

On January 16th at the ECW Annual Luncheon,
Alice Wallace was installed as President of ECW for
2012-2014; Samantha Ellis was installed as ECW
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Vice President for 2012; and Kitty Gwaltney was

installed as ECW Secretary for 2012-2014. Our congratulations go
to each. "May God grant them peace and wisdom faithfully to
exercise the duties of their office, and may the power of the Holy
Spirit guide and strengthen them in their several ministries so they
may grow in love and service for the building up the of the Body
of Christ and the coming of God's kingdom. This we ask in the
name of Christ, our Lord. AMEN."

After more than 16 Years, Dot Miller has stepped down as ECW
Vice President. She has been faithful in every respect serving
many ministries for the ECW outreach programs. She has guided
many presidents over the years and we have been most grateful.
Thank you, Dot, for all you have been to the ECW and will
continue to be in the role of representing the Night Circle on the
ECW Board.

We shall miss Lynn Poole, who has been a faithful servant in her
long-standing service to ECW, serving as ECW President and
ECW Chairman of many ministries over the decades. Her
wisdom, clear thinking, actions and dependability will be
genuinely missed. Thank you, Lynn, for agreeing to help Dot
and the ECW Board by attending the meeting when Dot cannot.
A bright spot we always welcome.

Anyone who has worked on the ECW Board knows how very
important the Christ and Grace Episcopal Church Women are to
the ECW Outreach Missionaries Programs. Christ and Grace
women are the most generous ladies | know, and they are the best
cooks anywhere. Food comes as gifts for others to buy, and ends
up in a needed ECW ministry. You have been gracious without
question, and your spirit of giving is humbling. The board could
not do what it has done without you. THANK YQOU.

The goal of the October 2008-2011 ECW Board was to make
known what ECW is, who belongs and what it does, and to open it
up to all the women of Christ and Grace. The ECW Board has
reached out in many ways to make you aware you are an ECW
member working together in many and various ways to the glory
of Jesus Christ. To the ECW Board members | say, You
accomplished your goal and opened other doors. WELL DONE,
THANK YOU, and GOD BLESS YOU for all you have done
these past years.

Katherine Patterson

THE ANNUAL ECW BAKE SALE
The bake sale made a profit of $1,026.21. Many, many thanks to
all those who participated.
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2011 ECW WREATH SALE

The annual ECW wreath sale that took place this past December
was successful netting a profit of $830. A very warm “thank you”
is extended to the committee of Esther Bristow, Sally Seward
and Boolie Syme, as well as to all of you who purchased the
Northeast Kingdom Balsam wreaths. Without your support, the
ECW would not be able to fund its outreach projects. The ECW
wishes all of you a Prosperous and Happy New Year!

Kitty Gwaltney

ECW JERUSALEM CROSS BROUGHT FORTH

Years ago Boston Lackey gave the ECW a beautiful, silver
Jerusalem cross necklace for the ECW Presidents to wear. At the
ECW Annual Luncheon and Installation of Officers on January 16,
Alice Wallace, incoming President, was presented the necklace by
Katherine Patterson to wear as the new ECW President, thus
putting the gift back in use and highlighting the meaningful gift's
intentions.

THE ANNE RUSMISELLMEMORIAL BOOK SALE will
take place during Lent. Please bring your donated hardback and
paperback books, books on tape, and videos to the Parish Hall and
place them on the stage.

The ECW is having a GOING OUT OF BUSINESS SALE on
the remainder of the greeting cards. The price is 50 cents per card,
so hurry and buy yours before they are gone. The display is
located in the parish hall.

UTO SUNDAY FEBRUARY 5TH: GIVING THANKS FOR
DAILY BLESSINGS

The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of The Episcopal
Church for the mission of the whole church. Through United
Thank Offering, men, women, and children nurture the habit of
giving daily thanks to God. These prayers of thanksgiving start
when we recognize and name our many daily blessings.

Those who participate in UTO discover that thankfulness leads to
generosity. United Thank Offering is entrusted to promote thank
offerings, to receive the offerings, and to distribute the UTO
monies to support mission and ministry throughout The Episcopal
Church and in invited Provinces of the Anglican Communion in
the developing world. Please find the enclosed UTO envelope to
use for your contribution on UTO Sunday Feb. 5. Blue Boxes are
available at the entrances of our church to use during the year as

you offer thanks for your daily blessings.
I%UTLERY

THE NIGHT CIRCLE has Rada Cutlery for
sale. These stainless steel knives and various
serving utensils are very affordable. Items are
located in the Church office. Contact Dot

Miller or Lyn Poole for more information. T Ot Abe The Bt

THANK YOU, KATHERINE PATTERSON, ECW PRESIDENT 2008-2011

For the past three years, Katherine Patterson has been the president of the Episcopal Church Women of Christ and Grace. Some
amazing things happened under her leadership. Katherine made everyone aware that ALL the women of our church are members of
ECW and welcomed new ideas from everyone. Celebration of Life Receptions began and have become an important part of our parish
life. The ECW bylaws were revised and an ECW constitution was adopted. An annual ECW Sunday was established, which initiated
the creation of an ECW brochure. With the addition of the ECW Tea, the ECW Bake Sale and Cash for Causes, the funds raised to

support our outreach efforts have increased tremendously.

The ECW thanks Katherine Patterson for her vision and her many, many hours of devotion. It has been a wonderful and fulfilling

three years!
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Sun

5
uTo
Sunday

Meet the New
Heating System

12

19

Celtic Evensong
5:30 p.m.

26

Ministry Fair

Mon

6 10o’clock
Circle Meeting-
Donni Lynn
11:00 a.m.
Praying in Color
5:30 p.m. Bible

Study @
Longstreets Deli

13
11:00 a.m.
Praying in Color

5:30 p.m. Bible
Study @
Longstreets Deli

20

11:00 a.m.
Praying in Color
5:30 p.m. Bible
Study @
Longstreets Deli
6:00 p.m. Vestry
Meeting

27
11:00 a.m.
Praying in Color

5:30 p.m. Bible
Study @
Longstreets Deli

Tue

7

14

21

6:00 p.m. Shrove
Tues. Pancake
Supper

28

12:15 p.m.
Lenten Speaker/
Luncheon (by
Night Circle)

5:30 p.m.
Experience the
Divine

Wed

1

10:30 a.m. Bible
Study

Noon - Healing &

H. E.

6:00 p.m.
Potluck

8
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study

Noon - Healing &

H. E.

15
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study

Noon - Healing &

H. E.

22
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study

Ash Wed.

Services Noon &
5:30 p.m.

29
10:30 a.m. Bible
Study

Noon - Healing &

H. E.

6:00 p.m.
Potluck/Movie

Thu

2
7:00 a.m. Bible
Study

7:00 p.m. Chair
Rehearsal

7:00 p.m. AA
Meeting

9
7:00 a.m. Bible
Study

7:00 p.m. Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 p.m. AA
Meeting

16
7:00 a.m. Bible
Study

7:00 p.m. Chaoir
Rehearsal

7:00 p.m. AA
Meeting

23
7:00 a.m. Bible
Study

7:00 p.m. Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 p.m. AA
Meeting

10

Annual Council

Sat

11
Cursillo
Secretariat

—Williamsburg Meeting Parish
Hall 8:30 a.m. -
2:00 p.m.

17 18

24 25



CLAIRE’S CORNER

I love it when the children lead the congregation in telling The
Story!!! Our Christmas Pageant took place once again December
18, 2011. This year we took a little different approach by
forming a Girls” Choir under the direction of Bruce Dersch.
Kailey Elder, Lexie Ellis, Elizabeth Gates, Hannah Hardy,
Liza Moore and Ashley Thacker were willing to give their
Thursday nights to rehearse and were front and center in this
pageant offering their voices for each scene. Tim Richardson
guided our instrumentalists in their offerings playing his
trombone along with Max Thoreson, French horn, and Russell
Gates, tuba. Harry Smith, cello, and Logan Ende, violin, also
offered their talents, all adding greatly to our presentation which
was narrated by Stephen Geisz and Meredith Wyche. Our cast
of children were: Wright Brockwell, Flory Brockwell, (Mary
and Joseph), Katherine Thacker (Gabriel), Samuel Gates
(Innkeeper), Faith Geisz (Head Angel), Jackson Matthews
(Head Shepherd), Ray Ellis, Grayson Austin, Tripp Matthews
(Three Kings), Ann Morgan Matthews (Star), Sterling Austin,
Sebastian Abraham, Rich Curry, Kyler Mahaney and Jack
Wilson (Shepherds) Rileigh Barber, Langley Curry, Sayler
Mahaney (Angels). They did an outstanding job in each of their
parts. Father and son, David and Kellan Barton, stole the show
with their portrayal of shepherd and sheep. It was certainly “the
best pageant ever” as it is every year! Pictures of the pageant can
be seen on the hall bulletin board at church or on the Christ and
Grace Parish Activities Page posted on FaceBook. Just ‘friend’
me, Claire Brill, and I will add you to our activities page.

LAY SHEPHERDS’ MEETING

The next Lay Shepherds’ meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
February 1, at 5:00 p.m. If you are interested in joining our
ministry to assist our parishioners by calling, driving, cooking or
visiting, please come and join us in the Parish Hall. If you have
questions, please contact Claire Brill at
cbrill@christandgrace.us.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHAPEL AND CLASSROOMS

At last, our youth and children have returned downstairs to a
newly painted and carpeted chapel and classrooms. Everyone
seems pleased with the many improvements and anxious to finish
the unpacking and organizing. Many thanks to Greg Gwaltney
for all his hard work in getting the finishing touches done in this
area since the furnace contractors moved out. Patrick Matthews
secured our Sunday School furniture and supplies over the past
six months in a trailer he supplied for us and delivered back to us.
It was unloaded by Tommie Elder, Rick Talmage, Jeff Geisz,
Jill Donnelly, Kathy Talmage, Jonathan Shockley, Jake Elder
and two of his friends, Kailey Elder, Sonyia Elder, Greg
Gwaltney, David Teschner, Claire and Gene Brill. Everyone
has been so patient and flexible as this process has progressed,
using the Guild Room and the Choir room for our Sunday
morning classrooms. Our Sunday School rooms are open and
finishing touches are taking place. We would love for you to
come and see!

THE EYC UPDATE

All that we behold is full of blessings.
William Wordsworth

What better way to start the New Year than
with a thank you note to all the kind and
giving people that support the EYC and its
activities?

Thank you to all who provided donations for our Boys’ Home
trip in December...especially Ann Riggs, Kemper and BG
Brinkley, and ALL the EYC parents who gave hats, gloves,
socks, coats and monetary donations to keep the boys warm this
winter. Check out the photos of our trip on the Parish Activities
Facebook page.

SPECIAL THANKS to: Tommie, Jake, Will, Harry, Stephen,
Russell, Matt, Logan, Hayden, Elizabeth, Meredith, Kailey,
Taylor, and birthday girl Liza! Without them this trip would
not have been possible or as much fun. You guys are kind,
smart AND IMPORTANT!

Thank you to Tommie, Rick, Greg, and Claire (and others
unnamed) who worked diligently to complete the heating
project and get the Sunday school rooms back in order. The new
and improved Youth Room is AWESOME!!

Thank you, David and Claire — love you, mean it!!

Peace and Namaste

EYC UPCOMING EVENTS:

January 20-28- Sonyia out of town

January 22 Ladies Home Visit- meet BG & Kemper at
9:15 a.m. at church

February 5- Souper Bowl of Caring- Soup Sale after
10:30 a.m. service and collection of monetary and
nonperishable donations for Martha Merritt. Parents needed
to make soup.

February 21- Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

February 26- Ladies Home Visit at 9:15 a.m. and Martha
Merritt after church

March 25- Ladies Home and Martha Merritt

March 30-April 1- CHANCO RETREAT- still time to sign
up!

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO “OFFICIALLY”” BECOME AN
EPISCOPALIAN THROUGH CONFIRMATION OR
RECEPTION WITH THE LAYING ON OF HANDS BY OUR
BISHOP, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE OR
SPEAK TO DAVID AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. CLASSES
WILL BEGIN THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 5. THE BISHOP
WILL BE HERE ON SUNDAY, MARCH 11.




DID YOU KNOW?

Bee Betts has been elected the Lay Director for the Diocesan Cursillo
Secretariat. This is her third year of a three-year commitment serving
on this governing body. For the last two years, Bee has served as the
Communications Chair. Along with Bee, Claire Brill and Nancy
Rawlings will be serving on the Leadership Team for the Women’s
Cursillo Weekend April 19-22. There is a Men’s Weekend, March
1-4. If you are interested in attending either weekend, applications are
available in the church office.

What is Cursillo? It is a movement within the Episcopal Church which
helps us grow closer to Jesus Christ. It's also a community that
encourages us to live joyfully and serve faithfully in grace. Come and
hear more about Cursillo in our Sunday School Adult Education on
January 29.

Carolyn and Jimmy Thacker re-upholstered the prayer desk kneelers
in the church. They look and feel so nice.

First Wednesday Potluck supper is February 1st! Bring your favorite
dish and join in the fellowship at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper is Tuesday, February 21st.

10 o’clock Women'’s Circle will meet in the home of Donni Lynn,
February 6.

We have a Christ and Grace Parish Activities page on Facebook. Just
“friend’ Claire Brill or Bee Betts and they will add you to our page.

Attending Annual Council this year are Phil Barnes, Claire Brill,
Samantha Ellis, Missy Gates, David and Juanita Teschner. Council
is held Feb. 10-11 at the Williamsburg Lodge.

Over the years Christ and Grace has received medical equipment from
parishioners who no longer need it. There are walkers, canes, shower
chairs, toilet accessories, etc. Please contact the church if you or anyone
you know is in need of them.

Zeta Chapter of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International honored
nine teachers on December 10, two of which were Allison Whitley and
Polly Williamson. Congratulations.

The Thanksgiving and Christmas offerings totaled $1,234. Jackson
Field Home for Girls and the Boys’ Home each received $617 from this
amount.

(Christ and Grace Church
1545 South Sycamore St.
Petersburg, VA 23805

Staff
The Rev. David H. Teschner, Rector
Claire Brill, Lay Assistant
Sonyia Elder, Youth Coordinator
Bruce Dersch, Music Director
Laura Craig, Parish Secretary
Contact the Church
Phone: 804-733-7202
Fax: 804-861-1521
Web site: christandgrace.us
Office Hours
Monday—Thursday, 9 - 4 p.m.
Friday, 9 - 2 p.m.

The Church News is published monthly,
Sept.—June.

Deadline is the 15th.

Address Services Requesled

ECW LADIES ANNUAL TEA
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Tickets will go on sale Sunday, March 18th.

CELTIC SERVICE

Please join us for our next Celtic Evensong and
Communion Service on Sunday, February 19th.
Harpist Louise Daniel will be the featured
musician. Pre-service music begins at 5:15
p.m. and the service begins at 5:30. As always,
child care is provided and casual dress is
encouraged. Please bring a friend and plan to
stay for the reception that follows the service.

‘MEET’ THE NEW HEATING SYSTEM

Now that our new heating system is installed and operating
and the cosmetic repairs are complete, we want everyone to
see the results of our Campaign for Warmth. Your generous
contributions and pledges have made all of this possible. On
Sunday, February 5, after both the 8:00 and 10:30 services,
members are invited to tour the boiler room and Sunday
school area to admire the work that has been done. Rick
Talmage and Tommie Elder will be our tour guides.

THE STAFF OF CHRIST AND GRACE thank each and
every one of you for your many kindnesses during the
Christmas season. Your cards, donations in our honor, gifts
and tasty treats were most appreciated. May the New Year
bring you many blessings.
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